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could not charm the delicate French tempera-
itrejit; to chivalry, as Francis I. still conceived
of it, a Saxon peasant's language and manners
were revolting. But neither would the King
of France, who had already sent Protestants
to the stake, be persuaded by Master John
Calvin to break with Rome.

Calvin (1509-1564), a scion of the middle
class, wrote his " Institutes " before he was
six-and-twenty, addressing the Crown on
behalf of loyal yet persecuted " Reformed "
Christians. This volume, the " Social Con-
tract " of the century, became to all the
^Churches that went beyond Luther but did
not advance so far as Socinus, an inspired
comment on the Bible. It brought back
the idea, which Luther discarded, of a Church
with coercive powers; " new presbyter is
but old priest writ large," said Milton, and
history echoes him. Yet there was a differ-
ence. The Papal authority, existing along-
side of feudalism, and displayed in courtly
forms, had lost its earlier popular aspect.
The Reformation, though used by kings and
nobles for their own purposes, was chiefly
a middle-class movement. In all countries
it took hold of the industrial centres; it
flourished in the towns. We may say that